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FEDERAIPOVERTY LEVEL?

ADeveloped in 1963-1964 by multiplying the cost
of the economy food plan by three.

Alt is too low: it started off at 50% of median
Income, now less than 30% of median income.

Alt was meant to cover costs faced by families
then, butthatd oes not wor k f or
Now, all adults work, so need to have
transportation and child care. Now, even low
Income families pay taxes.

Alt does not vary by placeput costs today vary a
lot by where one lives, even within a state.lIt
does not vary by family composition yet some
costs, likechi Il d care, vary .a |



DEFINITION

SSS = SelfSufficiency Standard

The SSS defines how much income a family of a
certain composition in a given place needs to
adequately meet their basic needsd

without public or private assistance
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SELFSUFFICIENCY STANDARD BASICS

Focused onworking agefamilies, i.e., nondisabled,
nonelderly.

Calculatesbasic necessities:housing, food, child care, transportation, taxes,
and miscellaneous costs (clothing, shoes, diapers, etc.).

Set at minimally adequate level, usinggovernment setlevels of adequacy
when available (Fair Market Rents for housing, child care subsidy levels, etc.).

0 Bar e \ith noedras--no takeout/restaurant food/lattes; no savings
or investments (car, education); no gifts/charity/recreation.

Varied byfamily type: number of adults plus number and age of children.

Geographically specificcounty and/or city, data permitting.



HOW DO 2016 COSTS IN MARYLAND COMPARE TO OTHER CITIES IN THE
ONE ADULT, ONE PRESCHOOLER, ONE SCHOOL AGE CH!I D?
BALTIMORE CITY & MONTGOMERY

Stamford, CT** $41.94
Montgomery County, MD** $40.99
Fairfax County, VA $39.88
San Francisco, CA* * $36.96
New York City (Queens), NY** $34.93
Los Angeles, CA $32.16
Seattle, WA* * $31.60
Virginia Beach City, VA $31.01
Middlesex County, NJ $30.05
Portland, OR** $29.38
Delaware County, PA $27.68
Chicago, IL** (South side of... $27.58
Denver, CO** $27.58
Philadelphia, PA** $27.09
Milwaukee, WI $26.99
Columbus, OH $25.87 &)
Baltimore City, MD** $25.22 o °
Tucson, AZ $23.63
Indianapolis, IN $23.15 W
Jacksonville, FL $22.56

Oklahoma City, OK $19.74



The SelfSufficiency Standard for Maryland 2916:
One adult and one preschoolewi

Allegan Washington
Garrett gany
Baltimore

Dorchester
Wicomico

Worcester

(a— Somerset

LOWEST
$34,040



WHILE COSTS HAVE INCREASED,
WAGES HAVROT

e THE MEDIAN WAGE HAS NOT KEPT UP
Wii WITH INCREASES IN THE COST OF LIVING

Statewide and Montgomery County Percentage Change (2001-2016)

Moptgomery sounty INNEEEENEEEEE NN NN ENENENERERED @
Self-Sufficiency Standard

Montgomery County gy g gy ggguuuunnnnnnnunnnns @
Median Earnings

Maryland Self-Sufficiency jggpuaaasasssEsEEEEEEEEEEEEENEENNENNENNENNNNNNENE 1 Adult +
Standard 1 Preschooler +

1 School-
Maryland Median Earnings ERENEEREENNERENNNENENNNRNENEN closage

*Despite Mo nt g o mighenynongmum wage, in2016, a parent with two young children needed
to work over 155 hours per week at minimum wage $10.75/hour ) to make ends meet.



SSS: MONTGOMERY SNAPSHOT

HOUSING, CHILD CARE, AND FOOD ACCOUNT
FOR OVER HALF OF EXPENSES

HOURLY WAGE TO BE SELF-SUFFICIENT VARIES BY FAMILY TYPE
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$40.99

Expenses
= $8,827
per month

$21.60
per adult

Housing = $1,748 Health Care = $590
Child Care = $2,773 Miscellaneous = $631
Food = $839 Taxes (Net) = $1,886
Transportation = $360

@
o
%
Two Adults + One Infant
+ One Preschooler

1 Adult 1 Adult + 1 Adult + 2 Adults +
1 Preschooler 1 Preschooler + 1 Preschooler +
1 School-age 1 School-age



THE CLIFF EFFECT

Impact of Wage Adequacy on Work Supports, Montgomery County, MD 2016
One Adult, One Preschooler, & One School-Age Child

PERCENTAGE OF WAGE ADEQUACY
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THE CLIFF EFFECT

Eligibility Levels Compared to the Montgomery
County Self-Sufficiency Standard, 2016
One Adult, One Preschooler, & One School-Age Child
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