
A Platform 
Raises 

Everyone to 
a New Level; 

It’s a 
Launch Pad 



Welcome to AssetPlatform.org
• The Aspen Institute and the Center for the Study of Social 

Policy joined together to create AssetPlatform.org.

• Target Audiences: Non-profits, advocacy groups, practitioners 
and policy-makers focused on building assets for low-income 
families, such as community-based organizations, workforce 
development programs and EITC campaigns.

• Our Goal: For asset-building organizations to have a meaningful 
role in the evolving financial services system. AssetPlatform 
provides a comprehensive set of financial education tools; 
helping organizations do what they do better – and at greater 
scale.

• Not reinventing the wheel but creating a community where 
groups can learn, share resources and better serve clients.



Who We Are

AssetPlatform.org Partners 



Services



 

Financial    
Information

 Training

 Tools



 

Consumer- 
Friendly Financial    
Products &   
Services

Categories

1) Budgeting

2) Savings

3) Credit Score

4) Debt

5) Insurance

6) Organizational 
Resources



AssetPlatform.org 
Site Overview 

Training, Tools and Products 
to assist staff in helping 

their clients achieve greater 
financial stability and security 



Budgeting


 

Training for counselors 
on the use of prepaid  
debit cards to help 
clients manage their 
money.



 

Assessment Tool to help 
determine a family’s 
needs and how to reach 
their goals.



 

Access to a consumer- 
friendly prepaid debit 
card.



 

Links for staff to 
educational sites and 
useful links for clients.



Budgeting Training: 
Prepaid Debit Cards



Savings


 

Trainings to encourage 
use of Savings Bonds 
for tax returns, for 
starting a Savings 
Account, and for 
participating in an 
IDA Program.



 

Informative check-lists 
to determine a client’s 
readiness to save and 
how to help.



 

Useful links for staff and 
clients.



Savings Training: Promoting 
U.S. Savings Bonds



Debt


 

Training on foreclosure 
basics and an 
introduction to medical 
debt -- Resolving 
medical debt training 
forthcoming.



 

An easy-to-use tool to   
help clients analyze their 
debt situation and 
develop a workable 
action plan.



 

A Foreclosure Counselor 
Locator.



 

Forthcoming: Access to 
fairly-priced car loans.



Debt Tool: Debt in Focus



Credit Score


 

Comparison of options 
for obtaining credit 
reports and credit 
scores.



 

Free credit counseling 
referrals through a 
partnership with five 
national credit 
counseling providers.



 

Access to low-cost, soft- 
inquiry credit reports 
and scores.



Credit Score Product: 
CBA Access

CBA Access, a service of 
Credit Builders Alliance

CBA is a growing alliance supporting 
nonprofits offering financial services and 
financial education to low-income 
communities. CBA Access provides 
nonprofit organizations access to low-cost 
soft inquiry credit reports with FICO 
Classic, or other score of your choice, 
through CBA's partnership with 
TransUnion. 

Nonprofits may use reports and scores for 
your asset building, financial education 
and outcome tracking work with clients.

Fees: 

CBA Membership - $100/year 
CBA Access Set-up: $375 (includes 
CBA and TU set-up fees) 
Let CBA know you are with 
AssetPlatform.org to get $50 
discount! 

Report with score begins at just $5.65, 
billed directly by TransUnion. Prices 
are lower in any month you purchase 
more than 30 reports. No ongoing 
monthly fees or minimums (compare 
to $50-$80 credit bureau monthly 
minimums and fees). 



Insurance/Safety Net


 

Trainings, tools and 
products ranging from 
work supports to long-term 
financial planning.



 

First offering ~ Tools and     
information on public 
supports, including:

1. An overview on the 
range of Access to 
Benefits Tools available

2. A discussion of state 
modernization and 
community outreach 
efforts

3. A summary chart of 
key features of selected 
Benefit  Access Programs



Organizational 
Resources



 

Information and links to a  
variety of programs and 
tools to help organizations 
more effectively carry out 
their asset building 
activities.



 

New scholarship 
opportunity for service 
providers working with 
older adults.



 

Credit Union Locator: 
Most comprehensive tool 
currently available to 
assist staff in identifying 
credit union matches.



Organizational Resources 
Training: Scholarship 

Opportunity



Organizational Resources 
Tool: Credit Union 

Locator



Making AssetPlatform.org 
Work for Your Organization

BETTER HELP CLIENTS. By allowing multiple organizations to   
collectively build and share tools and resources in a cost-effective way, 
AssetPlatform creates stronger organizations that have more information, 
expertise and resources to pass along to their clients. 

BROADCAST YOUR PRODUCTS. In 
addition to using the existing products on the site, 
AssetPlatform is also a place for your organization 
to share your asset development knowledge and 
offerings with a larger audience. Talk with us 
about your most successful asset-development 
tools and products.

BUILD STAFF EXPERTISE. Thousands of 
asset building organizations exist across the country with 
various levels of expertise among staff.  AssetPlatform 
seeks to create an equal baseline of knowledge among all 
organizations through access to high quality tools and by 
helping groups connect with and learn from each other. 



Using AssetPlatform.org

Practitioners, Policy-Makers 
and Press



Tips for Community Organizations, 
Advocates, Practitioners 

Explore ways you can make AssetPlatform grow. What 
tools do you rely on that would be helpful for other 
organizations throughout the country?  Become part of 
the conversation at the site and build a community. 

Become a member of AssetPlatform.org and share it 
with your network.  Send out a blast email, talk about 
it at a conference or make it part of a meeting agenda.

1. 

Put AssetPlatform to work.  Plan to try a new 
tool or training once a week for the next 
month.  Let us know the results. 

2. 

3. 



Tips for Policy-Makers

Legislative aides who cover financial and social policy 
issues will also find the broad range of information on 
AssetPlatform very useful. 

Policy-makers at the local, state and federal level are in 
an excellent position to support policies that help 
families keep, protect and grow their assets. 

AssetPlatform.org is an good resource for 
caseworkers in district offices who work 
directly with families who may need 
assistance.  

1. 

2. 

3. 



Tips for Media

Interview AssetPlatform partners and users to learn 
how the site is being used on the ground.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

Use AssetPlatform.org as a resource for your work 
when covering financial issues affecting low-income 
families. The site includes helpful primers and 
background information.  

Spread the word about how the site can be 
useful to organizations in your community.  



AssetPlatform.org is made possible with 
the generous support of Living Cities and 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

We are grateful to both funders for their 
willingness to support innovation in the 
field.

A Platform 
Raises 

Everyone to 
a New Level; 

It’s a 
Launch Pad 



For more information or 
any questions, please 
contact Kirsten Moy at 
The Aspen Institute. 

202-736-5807 

kirsten.moy@aspeninst.org
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